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Public Statement

Issued by Institutions and Actors
Protecting Cultural Heritage in Palestine

Since October 7%, 2023, Palestinians in the Gaza Strip have been experiencing a brutal
genocide carried out by settler-colonial Zionists, violating all human values and international
treaties and covenants. Over the past 21 days, the Israeli bombing of the Gaza Strip from
north to south has not stopped. More than 7,000 Palestinians have been murdered and
more than 18,000 injured up to this day. Tens of thousands of housing units have been
partially or entirely damaged. The bombings affected many historic buildings which hold
the history of Gaza for thousands of years and whose indigenous people protected, rebuilt,
and revived. Meanwhile, a health and environmental catastrophe is unfolding by the cutting
of water, fuel, and electricity as collective punishment. The violent bombardment on land,
sea, and air led to the displacement of about 1.5 million Palestinians from their homes to
seek refuge in safer places, such as schools, mosques, hospitals, and churches protected by
international law, some of which were targeted and destroyed while people were inside.
Other vicious measures also targeted our people in the West Bank, Jerusalem, and the
occupied 1948 lands, including closures, movement restrictions, killing, and arrests.

As institutions, associations, practitioners, and specialists in preserving the
cultural heritage in Palestine,
in which the entire world participates with its silence.
that has claimed
lives, erased pages of history and heritage, and destroyed the cultural landscape
of entire cities and neighborhoods in the Gaza Strip.
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